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The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ                                                              

according to Saint Luke 2:41-52 

 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover.  And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual 

for the festival. 

 When the festival was ended and they started to return, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s 

journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. 

 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him.  After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 

And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 

 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 

mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, 

your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 

He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house?”  But they did not understand 

what he said to them. 

 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 

human favor. 

The Finding of Our Lord in the Temple  

CLERGY: 
Fr. Kamil Al-Chouefati, Pastor 
Deacon Adonis El-Asmar 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday through Thursday 10:00 AM to 
2:00 PM.  Closed on Fridays. 
 

RECTORY & MAILING ADDRESS: 
54 South 4th Street                                                                      
Easton, PA  18042 
Phone:  610-252-5275 
Email:  ololchurch@yahoo.com 
Website:  ololeaston.org 
 

LITURGIES: 
Saturday:  5:00 PM 
Sunday:   10:00 AM 
Tuesday - Friday:  6:30 PM                                                                  
Holy Days of Obligation:  7:00 PM 
 

Confession is available 30 minutes before 
each Mass or by appointment.   

COMMUNION HOST & WINE                 

The Communion Host and Wine offering for               

January is donated in loving memory of the 

DECEASED MEMBERS OF                                                 

THE SHUMAR FAMILY by the Family 

      SANCTUARY CANDLE 
The Sanctuary candle for January is                              

donated in loving memory of                                              

SHEB M. SHUMAR SR., WIFE MARY                                 

AND SON, HABOUK  by the Family                                       

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Christmas Eve -    $2,446.00 

Christmas Day -       $577.00 

Saturday, Dec 27 -   $296.00       

Sunday, Dec 28 -      $757.00 

Yearly Dues -         $4,800.00 

Total -                      $8,876.00  

PASTOR CONTACT  
In case of any needed pastoral assistance,                             

we ask that only the family contact Fr. Kamil                                             
on his cell phone at 610-739-8586.    

Fr. Kamil's email is clergy95@gmail.com 

MONTH BAPTIZED MARRIED DEPARTED 

JAN JEANETTE KASSIS

FEB
PHILOMENA ODETTA KOORIE                                                          

JAMES ALEXANDER BADAWY

MAR ANTHONY SIMONETTA

APR
JAMES ROCCO KOORIE

MAY
ANTHONY DANIEL JR. & ISABELLA COMPARDO  

GABRIEL ISSA & JENNIE MELHEM

JUNE
RYAN NOSTI & GEORGIA KOORIE                                 

DANIEL BADAWY & SARA IBRAHAM
MOHSEN FAYAD

JULY
ANTHONY PATRICK SABA                                                             

GEANNA RITA KARAM

SUSAN BAURKOT                        

WILLIAM JOSEPH

AUG ABRAHAM JORGE KOURY

SEPT ALANA ROCA

OCT SHARBEL BOUSTANI & NAELA NAASAN MARY LOUISE BADER MARCUM

NOV
SOPHIA MARCELA INNARELLA                                                         

DOMINIC JACOB JABBOUR
TONY KARAM

DEC MIKHAIL AUSTIN FOX LOIS BURKOT

2025 LIFE EVENTS

Happy New Year!    
    

May Christ’s light guide your steps in 2026! 



 

 

 

 

 

                                            

The Finding of Our Lord in the Temple                 

1 Kings 3:5-7, 9-12, 14/Heb 7:11-19/Lk 2:41-52 

1st Sunday after Epiphany                                                               

Is 40:6-11 / 2 Cor 10:1-11 / Jn 1:29-34 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany                                                                

Jer 1:4-10/2 Cor 4:5-15/Jn 1:35-42                                 

SCRIPTURE 

 READINGS 

***The Finding of Our Lord in the Temple*** 
Saturday, Jan 3 - 5:00 PM -  JOYCE BOULOS by Mary Sue Tumminello & Family 
 

Sunday, Jan 4 - 10:00 AM -  EMILE TANNOUS CONSTANTINE by Mr. & Mrs. Edwar Elias & Family 

Tuesday Jan 6 7:00 PM 
SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY 

FEAST OF THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY (Holy Day of Obligation) 

Wednesday Jan 7 6:30 PM GEORGE BAURKOT by Mrs. Mary Isaac 

Thursday Jan 8 6:30 PM ANTHONY HANNI by the Superka Family 

Friday Jan 9 6:30 PM RIMAH MELHEM by Dalal Amer 

***1st Sunday after Epiphany*** 
Saturday, Jan 10 - 5:00 PM -  SPECIAL INTENTION   
 

Sunday, Jan 11 -  10:00 AM -  JEANETTE KASSIS (1st Anniversary) by the Family 

Tuesday Jan 13 6:30 PM LINDA LICHTY by Tom & Marta JeBran and Camille Gabriel 

Wednesday Jan 14 6:30 PM SANNA BAURKOT by James Canone 

Thursday Jan 15 6:30 PM DEACON ANTHONY KOURY by Noel & Mark Richardson 

Friday Jan 16 6:30 PM LILA HAYEK by Tara Symia Simonetta & Family 

***2nd Sunday after Epiphany*** 
Saturday, Jan 17 - 5:00 PM -   Available   
 

Sunday, Jan 18 -  10:00 AM -   JOSEPH MELHEM JR. (Anniversary) by the Family 

 

Weekend Mass Epistle Readings   
                                                                                                                        

We kindly request that families of those for whom the Mass is being offered inform the Altar Servers of 

the designated reader for the Epistle. Additionally, please confirm that you have selected at least two 

individuals to present the gifts at the altar. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  

The Finding of the Lord in the Temple 
 

The Gospel reading for this week is Luke 2:41-52: “Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were 
astonished at His understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, 
“Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” And He said to them, “Why 
did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” But they did not understand the 
statement which He spoke to them.” 

 There do not seem to have been any early examples of this feast in Syriac art. In his comment on the icon, Fr Badwi writes: 
“The child Jesus is sitting among the elders and the wise, refuting them with verses from the Scriptures. In front of Him are the scrolls 
of the Bible summarized by a verse beyond the limits of the tradition – “I must be in my father’s house.” The seven 
branch Menorah became a cross of light. The Rabboulian arch is surmounted by a cupola, a symbol of the celestial vault.” 

 The dominant feature of the icon is the Lord who stands looking at us with his right hand held in a gesture of piety to his heart, 
and his left hand on the table on which the scroll of scripture has been placed, indicating that this is what He is concerned with. The 
three elders with Him are distinguished very slightly by their left hands (on the table, hidden, beneath the right hand), their beards, and 
the lack of the halo which marks out the Lord. They are sober and serious men. 

 Behind them is a double symbol based on the menorah, the seven Jewish lampstands in one structure, from which seven fires 
lit from olive oil were kindled (candles were not used in the menorah). Exodus 25 recounts how God commanded Moses to 
manufacture it from pure gold. Above all, the menorah represented light: the light of God which is its central flame, and the light of 
holiness and knowledge which is in the world, as indicated by the six outer branches. Further, it was a symbol of the Church (depicted 
as seven representative churches) in the Apocalypse/ Revelation 1:12, where the Lord is the One in the middle of the Seven Golden 
Lampstands. 

 So the menorah is already a symbol of the Lord and His Church, and here it is built on the Cross, which is picked out in deep red 
(perhaps signifying the blood which would be shed on it), with gold for the branches. It symbolizes that the New Covenant has come 
and superseded the Old Covenant: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

 In Syriac, the icon is headed “Among the Elders in the Temple,” and the scroll reads: “It is right for me to be in my father’s 
house.” The cupola stands for the celestial vault, Fr Badwi tells us, but it is also the Temple, which is where this is taking place. He is in 
His Father’s house (in Greek, the phrase could mean “about my father’s business,” but the Syriac correctly interpreted the ambiguous 
phrase as referring to the house – after all, His answer explains to His parents that they should have known where to find Him.) 

 We learn from this that Our Lord is always in His Father’s House, and is always to be found with the elders, sharing the Word of 
God and its true meaning. While the onlookers were amazed at the things Our Lord was saying, I think that what He was doing was 
even more amazing than what He was saying. The real depth of what He reveals about the Scripture is not a new intellectual 
understanding of what the words mean, or of how stories stand together: it is the change in the way of life. 

 I think this leads us to another aspect of the mystery: His holy parents were worried for Him. They were no fools. If anyone 
ever born could have worked out where the Lord would be, it was Our Lady and St Joseph. Yet, they took three days to find Him. First, 
there must always be a search for the Lord. People can say what they like, but I believe that the finding of the Lord is always 
proportionate to the effort and the wisdom with which we have sought Him. Even Our Lady and St Joseph had to search for Him. They 
found Him, and so too can we, if we learn from them where He will be. 

 Second, there was something which Jesus had to do without telling His parents. This is, I think a lesson for all vocations. The 
Church has always said that when it comes to the sacraments of vocation, it is not always necessary to tell one’s parents let alone to 
seek their permission: after all, this is the one area in life where, whether we are right or wrong, we stand before God with our 
conscience and nothing else. There is a famous example in St Thomas Aquinas. His family did not want him to become a Dominican: 
they had already mapped out a comfortable life for him whereby he would become an abbot in due course. So opposed were they to 
his decision to join the Dominicans, that as he was on his way to them, his brothers kidnapped him and took him back to the family’s 
castle. There they kept him for a year, until they finally had to admit defeat, and arranged for him to escape through a window to save 
the family’s reputation. 

 Finally, there is another question for us: am I often enough in my father’s house? Even if I cannot make it to the Church, yet I 
can be more in His sight, for He sees all which is beneath and above the celestial vault. There is a lot of wisdom in these ancient 
symbols: for just one week, take the pictures of Christ being in His Church, in the Blessed Sacrament, in the Tabernacle; and of God 
being above us in Heaven. We know there is not literally a big house above the sky, but the mystical reality encapsulates a truth which 
is more significant than that: that God sees us, always and everywhere. And He is, literally, in His Church. 

Fr Yuhanna Azize 

 

Holy Name Society &       

St. Theresa Sodality 

Meeting  
 

Our next gathering will be held on                          

Monday, January 5th. We will begin with 

prayers in the church at 6:10 PM, followed by 

the meeting at 6:30 PM.                                                                              

All adult parishioners (18+) are invited to join. 


